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“Driving Circularity: The RISERS
Plenary of the Industrial
Symbiosis Standardisation
Roadmap Working Groups”

12™ November 2025 marked an important convening in Brussels where leading stakeholders from
across Europe gathered for a Plenary Session of the Industrial Symbiosis Standardisation Roadmap
Working Groups organised by the EU-funded project RISERS. Held at the EIT House, the event brought
together research institutions, relevant European projects and initiatives focusing on industrial
symbiosis: Hubs4 Circularity, United Circles, Swap4Stan and EU Titan, industry representatives,
standardisation bodies and policymakers to co-design the way forward to guide the standardisation of
industrial symbiosis and enhance resource efficiency across Europe.

Why It Matters?

Industrial symbiosis (IS) is understood as the use by one company or sector of underutilised resources
broadly defined (including waste, by-products, residues, energy, water, logistics, capacity, expertise,
equipment and materials) from another, with the result of keeping resources in productive use for
longer. By sharing and transacting underutilised resources, industries and sectors that traditionally
operate separately, mutual benefits can be created, while reducing the overall adverse environmental,
social and economic impacts of their operations. Despite these obvious benefits, the uptake of
symbiosis is hampered by a lack of aligned standards, trusted data models, and interoperable
frameworks. The RISERS IS Standardisation Roadmap seeks to bridge this gap, supporting the objectives
of the EU Circular Economy Action Plan and the EU Standardisation Strategy.

What was on the Agenda?

Since spring 2025, under the coordination of RISERS partners CEN-CENELEC and DIN, and with the
engagement of over 80 experts, the 10 RISERS Working Groups have been developing priority areas
and preliminary recommendations for industrial symbiosis standardisation. These cover: cross-sector
synergies and IS system frameworks; regulatory status and standards for waste (including end-of-waste
criteria); data sharing, monitoring and digital twins for IS; as well as sector-specific standardisation
needs—for example in steel production, textiles, packaging, biomass and energy sectors. The Plenary
Session provided a forum to present and refine these recommendations and set out the Roadmap’s
next phase development in consultation with standardisation experts and Technical Committees
towards finalisation of the document by the end of 2026. The event also provided an opportunity to
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engage participants outside the RISERS Working Groups in discussions around critical gaps, cross-
cutting synergies, and actionable pathways to uptake in the Roadmap.

Who contributed:

The Plenary Session gathered an audience of over 80 participants. Keynote and opening contributions
included:

e Andreea Gulacsi, Director Policy & External Affairs, CEN and CENELEC.

e Prof. Sebastian Engell (A.SPIRE APG Chair, TU Dortmund University) on the industrial
symbiosis landscape in Europe.

e Valeria Botta (Programme Director, ECOS) on the EU policy outlook for circularity and waste.

e Chiara Coluccia, (Circular Economy Expert, ICLEl) on connecting policy, practice and standards
for industrial symbiosis.

e Representatives from dozens of organisations including national standardisation bodies,
industries, industrial associations, clusters, policy makers, and R&I consortia.

From RISERS Roadmap to Reality

The RISERS IS Standardisation Roadmap is intended to serve as a strategic reference for standardisation
bodies, industry players and research organisations. Together with the Plenary, it will set the course for
two directions of action: revising current standards for well-known synergies, - especially clear
regulatory frictions - and initiating the process of new standards development, especially for new
technologies and emerging synergies with high potential. It shall also enable smooth integration of R&l
results to provide a knowledge and evidence basis for new standardisation areas and stimulate
standard-driven and demand-led innovation.

About RISERS

RISERS — A Roadmap for Industrial Symbiosis Standardisation for Efficient Resource Sharing is an EU-
funded Horizon Europe project dedicated to advancing standardisation for industrial symbiosis (IS)
across Europe. RISERS is developing a comprehensive standardisation framework to enable trusted,
efficient and scalable resource sharing between industries. By identifying priority resource streams and
symbiotic opportunities, mapping the IS standardisation and R&I landscape, and working closely with
stakeholders to co-define standardisation needs, RISERS lays the foundation for harmonised IS
practices. The project also delivers targeted training and engagement tools to empower researchers,
industry and policymakers. Together, these activities accelerate the development and uptake of
standards that enable circular resource flows across sectors and strengthen Europe’s circular industrial
ecosystem.

RISERS is implemented by a consortium of 9 partners: Enspire Science Ltd., the European Committee
for Standardization [CEN], the Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research [Fraunhofer-
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ISI], International Synergies Ltd., EIT-Raw Materials, the University of Ghent, Institute for Ecology of
Industrial Areas [IETU], the German Institute for Standardization [DIN], Welding and Quality Institute
[1sQ]
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Further reading:

e Information about the project: www.risers-project.eu

e 10 priority synergies for IS in Europe: https://risers-project.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/RISERS-Synergy-Fact-Sheets-10-pieces-2-page-each.pdf

e RISERS Working Groups: https://risers-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/RISERS-WG-
factsheets v4a.pdf

e Fact sheet on End of Waste criteria and standardisation: https://risers-project.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/RISERS-EoW-factsheet 2025.10.28.pdf
e Recap from the event and presentations: https://risers-project.eu/summary-of-the-2nd-

plenary-of-the-industrial-symbiosis-standardisation-roadmap-working-groups/

Media Contact

Project Coordinator: Project Communications Officer:
Andrea Motola Izabela Ratman-Klosinska
Email: andrea.ratkosova@enspire-science.com Email: i.ratman-klosinska@ietu.pl

General project Email: info@risers-project.eu

LinkedIn: RISERS — Industrial Symbiosis Standardisation
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